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 Call for Content
About the event
Join us in Kigali, Rwanda from 4-8 November 2013 as we look into the future of ICTs for agriculture. 

Co-hosted by the Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation ACP-EU (CTA) and the Rwandan Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Resources (MINAGRI) and supported by an impressive array of international organisations working in the fields of ICTs and agriculture, this event offers participants the opportunity to discover exciting opportunities and cutting edge technologies. Delegates in both public and private sectors from all around the world will discuss how increased investment and adoption of ICTs in the agricultural sector contribute to improved value chains as well as more effective advocacy and policy processes in agricultural and rural development. In addition, they will share ideas and knowledge, discuss new approaches, best practices and experiences. Issues related to ICT trends and their impact on agriculture and rural development (ARD), capacity building, enabling environments, scaling up and sustainability will also be discussed. 
Call for Content
Proposals are being solicited from interested resource persons under the selected session topics of the conference. The sessions are designed to allow the resource persons as well as the participants to share their expertise in an interactive manner, and to learn from each other. Your proposed contribution should therefore aim at sharing: 
i. Specific agricultural problem(s) or opportunity/ies with known or desired innovative ICT solution(s);
ii. Innovative ICT solution(s) which are helping or could help address specific challenges in the ARD sectors;
iii. practitioner’s/user’s perspectives on how one or more innovative ICT solutions are improving your engagement and performance as a farmer, researcher, policy maker, intermediary, donor, etc.  

Conference Streams and Sub-Streams
We are especially looking for cases, stories, solutions, etc. from all around the world covering the following streams and sub-streams:
· Emerging innovations in ICT supporting Agriculture and Rural Development
· Identification of mobile/ICT solutions/apps/innovations

· The changing architecture of agricultural extension and rural advisory services in the age of ICTs/mobile technologies

· Use of ICTs to enhance and monitor agricultural production processes

· Use of ICTs to boost access to markets and facilitate agribusiness

· Capacity strengthening and stakeholder empowerment for improved engagement in ARD and in related policy processes

· ICTs as enablers of communication, exchange of information & resources among the Value Chain actors

· Empowerment of youth through ICTs for efficient/effective ARD activities

· Gender mainstreaming through ICTs for efficient/effective ARD activities

· Monitoring and assessing the impacts of ICTs for ARD projects/programmes

· Capacity building models/approaches

· Enabling environments for the agricultural sector to maximize benefits from ICTs

· Strategies/Policies – Agricultural policies, ICT policies, e-Agriculture policies

· Infrastructure (ICT & facilities: energy, markets, roads, etc.)

· Multi-stakeholder Partnerships (MSP) and Public-Private-Partnerships (PPP).
Language 

Applications should be submitted in English or French.
Dates 

· Call for submissions of content opens on 17th May and closes on 9 June 2013.
· Accepted resource persons will be notified approximately 2-3 weeks after the closing date, the latest by 1st July).
· Accepted resource persons will be required to submit a revised synopsis and additional information by 30th September 2013, that will be included in the conference programme. 
· The ICT4Ag conference takes place from the 4-8 November 2013.
_______________________________________________________________________
Details of submission http://www.ict4ag.org/en/agenda/programme.html
Introduction
Thank you for your interest in the ICT4Ag* conference and your willingness to submit a proposal for consideration. The submission process comprises of 4 main sections. Section One guides you in submitting your content; Section Two addresses preferences and needs for your session in terms of logistics and equipment; Section Three is about you and your organisation; and Section Four is about your interest in seeking scholarship/financial support for participation in the conference.

Note: The use of the term "agriculture" throughout this conference is meant to include crop and livestock production, fisheries and forestry.
	Section One: Your content/proposal 
Please address the following questions to concisely describe your content: 

	1) Title of your content/proposal:
2) Under which session(s) would you choose to share your content?
· Transformative Power of Innovative ICTs in Media for 

· ICTs for Climate-Smart Agriculture and Resilience to Crises/Threats 

· ICTs Infrastructure Provision and Agricultural Development 

· What can Grassroots Organizations Learn from Advocacy Groups? 

· ICTs/Mobile apps for Access, Distribution and Application of Agricultural Inputs?

· ICTs and Livestock Sector 

· ICTs, Aquaculture and Fisheries 

· Broadband Strategies and Agricultural Development 

· Capacity Development, Grassroots Organizations, and ICTs in Agriculture 

· Capacity Development, Youth, and ICTs in Agriculture 
· Capacity Development, Gender, and ICTs in Agriculture 

· ICTs/Mobile apps for Postharvest Management of Agricultural Produce 

· Crowdsourcing in Agriculture and Related Sectors 

· Holistic ICT Solutions versus Specific Mobile Solutions for Agriculture 

· Digitizing and Mobilizing Public Domain Content for Mobile-based Services 

· Lessons Learned by Regional and Continental Bodies in Creating Enabling Environments for ICTs 

· Structured Trade and ICTs 

· ICTs/Mobile apps for Access to Financial Services and Insurance 

· Participatory Use of ICTs for Social Learning 

· Formulation of National e-Agriculture Strategies and Policies in ACP Regions 

· ICTs/Mobile apps for Agricultural Research and Development

· ICTs for Contract Farming and Outgrowers Schemes

· The Role of Higher Education Institutions in Capacity Building for Agriculture 

· Community Informatics (CI) as an Approach to Strengthening Engagement in ARD Policy Processes 

· Implementation of ICT for Development Strategies in Agriculture

· Impacts of ICT for Agricultural Development Interventions 

· Lessons from the Health Sector in Integrating ICTs for Development 

· Experiences in Implementing Databases for Farmer Organisations

3) Please classify your content according to one of the following categories:
A. Specific agricultural problem(s) or opportunity/ies with known or desired innovative ICT solution(s) (if this option, see details in 3A).
B. Innovative ICT solution(s) which are helping or could help address specific challenges in the ARD sectors (if this option, see details in 3B).
C. Your experience of how one or more innovative ICT solutions are improving your engagement and performance as a farmer, researcher, policy maker, intermediary, donor, etc.  (if this option, see details in 3C).
D. None of the above: Please describe your project and how it fits into your chosen session(if this option, see details in 3D). 
3A) Synopsis of the content/proposal (Problem or Opportunity)
Please describe the problem/opportunity as it relates to ARD (what is it, how did it come about, etc.); the agricultural development objective around the problem/opportunity (why is it important for agricultural development?); and any information requirement that might be needed to address the problem or further explore the opportunity.

4) Brief description of the content/proposal (maximum 300 words)
5) Please list at most 3 key takeaway messages from your content
3B) Synopsis of the content/proposal (ICT Solution)

Please describe briefly i) the technology being used - device(s), service delivery, the format of content delivery, etc.; ii) the specific challenge(s) being addressed by the solution; iii) geographic location of deployment; iv) stage of deployment; v) actual and potential users. You may provide screenshots, images, the link (url) to the solution, as well as any other information that might assist reviewers.
6) Brief description of the content/proposal (maximum 300 words)
7) Online resource(s):

8) Please list at most 3 key takeaway messages from your content
9) Would you be interested in sharing your solution with CTA even if you are unable to participate in the ICT4Ag conference?

     a) Yes

     b) No
3C) Synopsis of the content proposal (Practitioner/User Experience)
Please describe briefly your experience as a practitioner/user in the context of the chosen session’s topic; the key challenges encountered; potentials for improvement; opportunities and threats; failures and successes; expectations; etc.    
10) Brief description of the content/proposal (maximum 300 words)
11) Please list at most 3 key takeaway messages from your content
3D) Synopsis of the content/proposal (None of the above)
Please describe your project and how it fits into your chosen session.
12) Brief description of the content/proposal (maximum 300 words)
13) Please list at most 3 key takeaway messages from your content



  

	 Section Two: Your preferences and needs
14) What format (level of interaction) would best fit for sharing your experience?
a. Presentation followed by Q&A

b. World Cafe 
c. Story Telling

d. Role Play

e. Peer Assist
f. Fishbowl

g. Other (please specify)
15) What equipment(s) and other arrangements would you need for best sharing your experience? 
a. Computer

b. Beamer

c. Screen

d. Microphone and sound system

e. Flipchart

f. Metacards and marker pens

g. Specific seating arrangements (to be specified at a later stage) 
h. None 
i. Other (please specify)
16) What equipment(s) would you expect participants to bring along to the session?
a. Laptop

b. Smartphone

c. Tablet

d. None
e. Other (please specify)


 
	Section 3: About you

17) Demographic information

	Name: 
	  

	Organization/company:
	  

	Address 1:
	

	Address 2:
	

	City/Town:
	

	State/Province:
	

	Zip/Postal Code:
	  

	Country:
	  

	Email Address:
	  

	Phone Number:
	


	Section 4: Attending the event
CTA has earmarked a limited amount of funds to support qualified resource persons who are not working for international organizations or global corporations. Note that priority is given to nationals of Africa, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries.


	18) Are  you seeking a scholarship to attend the conference?
a. No (if No, end of submission)
b. Yes (if Yes, see question 19 below)
Thank you
Many thanks for submitting your proposal.

We will review it and get back to you before the set deadline.

Best regards

The ICT4Ag Content Review Committee



	Type of Scholarship 
19) What type of scholarship are you seeking for?

c. Support for international travel including transit costs

d. Support for hotel accommodation (including breakfast) while in Kigali
e. Registration fee waiver
We need more information from you
Many thanks for submitting your proposal for content. We acknowledge that you seek support for attending the ICT4Ag conference. Please note that we will get back to you via e-mail in the coming days and seek additional information.  

Best regards

CTA


Contact information 
For further information and future updates about the ICT4Ag Conference please visit: www.ict4ag.org 
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